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NOTA BIOGRÁFICA SOBRE EL AUTOR DE

COSTUMES OFTHE CANARY ISLANDS

AI(red Oislon nació el8 de Febrero de 1793 en LO'I~lestorl.Suffork.lnglalerra. y
falleció en abril de 1861 en el Puerto de la Cruz. Tenerife.

Se educó en un ambiente con tradiciones relacionadas con la mar. Su abuelo
paterno era capitán de la marina, explorador y autor de obras literarias sobre
navegaclon.

Como joven socio de la casa comercial de los señores Puley. I..iule & aa.,
Puerto de la Cruz. se da cuenta: "Es preciso. sin enbargo. advertir que en estos
últimos a!los la baratura de las manufacturas europeas les ha ofrecido a los
canarios disculpa para desviarse en cierto grado de sus trajes tradicionales y acaso
de unos pocos más sería dificil trazar los originales de estos diseños." Aficionado a

las ciencias empieza a reunir datos. dibujar y viajar.
En Londres, en 1829. se publica el fruto de esta labor. bajo el titulo

COST MES OFTHECANARY ISLANDS. Partl. Sin duda Alfred Diston había

planeado varios fascículos más pero abandona la idea y pone su material a la

disposicion de Barker - Webb y Sabin Berthelot para sU HISTORIA NATURAL

DE LAS ISLAS CANARIAS que se edita en Paris entre 1836 y 1851.

Su Curiosidad no se redujo al único objeto de los trajes folkl6ricos o al dibujo de
los diversos lugares de las islas. En 1823-24 hace un viaje a Malta para realizar

estudios botánicos. Durante más de catorce años desempeñ6 el cargo de Jnspector

y Director del Jardín de Ac1imatacion de la Orotava. La meteorologia, después de
la botánica, parecía interesar particularmente a Alfred Diston. quien durante años

no descuid6anotardiariamenteel estado del tiempo y las temperaturas registradas

en el Puerto de la Cruz.

Reunía en sus diarios y cuadernos material de gran variedad: tanto notas

científicas como anecd6ticas. artísticas como mercantiles. y con gran sentido del

humor apunta no pocas anécdotas de su tiempo, así como versos festivos que

fueron en sus días populares.

Han transcurrido más de ISO años desde la primera edici6n de esta obra.

precursora del folklore canario, y me siento muy satisfecho de haber contribuido

a la resurrecci6n de su original.

Per Lilliestrom
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~IANTO y SAYA.

TUI! Manto y Saya is decidedly, lo an e)'e unllccuslomed lo its appearance.
lhe mosl strnnge and ungraceful mode oC nttiring tbe Cemale figure. used in
the Canary Islnoda.

It is wom by persons oftbe middling raok. such as shopkeepers' wives. ¡¡lid
alherg, and has tbe appetlrance oC two petticoats made oC blaek bombazeen,
fastelJed round tbe waisl. the lower \1'Orll in the usual way. and the upper
throwll over the bead. The lower is confined. tight round the bod~' by six ar
~vell plaitcd fUIlS with strings, and Iined al the bottom Wilb some bright co­
loured 5tuft'; the upper entirely conceals tbe nrms and bands, wbicb are em·
1'10)'00 in opening ar closing that part which falls over the Carebead; Ihis Ihe
wearer often does in such a manner, as lO hring it lIearly lO a point with a
very small opening through which lo sce her way.

'Vhen viewed io profile the appearnoce of tbis dress is really ridiculous.
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P"l,ll1hea :by Smlth,Elaer &~ Corn1ill.lIH~9.
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TAPADAS,

Is the provincial tenn by which "",amen wearing tbe ""hite llannel. or baize
Mantilla, drnwD close o"er tbe (ace (as represented in tbe right hand figure),
are designated. The real signification oC lhe word indicates lhal tbey are eo­
vered or concealed. It is (be wual out door habilimeot oC wamen oC tbe
middling raIl.k in the principal places oC the island, and is eveo \Voro by ladies
in those oC !he interior: by tbese it is al"ay! used over a black. silk or bomba­
zeen gown ; by tbe first mentioned il is wom wilb their ordinary dres.s 01 wilh
a petticoat oC sloff of English manufacture. When gracefully pul 011 by a
well·mnde and well-dressed remate. il is in tbe higbest degree becomiug: and
beiog c10sed over tbe race in 8ueh a manner as only (o Icave nn nperture ¡arge
enough 10 di.scover a pair oC piercing black eyes, sbadOO by lhe long project­
illg point oC tbe Mantilla, gives lo the whole uppearance oC the wearer n sort oC
mystery well calculatcd to attract attentioll and curiosity.

Tilia dress is Crequently assumed by the higher chw as an incognito on
shopping and other parties. Oll tbose oecasions tbe Mantilla ia worn in the
manner oC tbe rigbt band figure.
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l'ubli.h.d by Srni\h.l:W"r.lC! l:oMlhil1.16t9.
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HAT-SELLER OF GRAND CANARY.

A sellerofhats manufactured in Grand Canar,. is tbe 5ubject oC this drawing.
There are companies of these men dispersed tbrougbout the adjacent Islands.
travelliog on (oot in all directions with their commodities wbich are oC vwol,
very coarse aud 6t only ror the lower c1asses.

Tbe long upper coat, tbis man wears made oC undyed c10th, witb a broad
cape reaching more Iban half way down, is peculiar to Grand Canary. alld
caUcel Beca. A scarlet 5asb, the folded ends of which serve him (or poekets.
alld bine nankeen trowsers, complete his dress.
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J

HAY SELLER of GRAND CANARY.

pul1'h.ed.lly Smitll..Eldlll"kr.! Cornh1l.118e9.

".;_~.. JI..,. 11 Go............
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LANZAROTE.

A NATTVE IN Brs WINTER DRESS.

Tu E wioter dress oC the men oC Lanzarole consists of a long coat of bIne
clotb reacbing almost to Ibe ground lined tbroughout, and trimmed witb red
baize. worn over tbeir ordinary appare!.

The natives oftbis lsland are in general strong. muscular men of dark com­
plexion, and many of tbem wilb features that mark a great mixture of Moori"h
blood with tbal of tbe Spaniards, which their frequent inlercourse with the
ooast of Africa has occasioned. Theyare a very untrustwortby people, fierce
and vindictive in the extreme: bul fortunately tbe use of tbe k-nife is almost
unknown lo tbem. tbeir favourite weapon being tbe long pole al Garote, 50

generally oome throughout tbe Island; tbis they wicld wilb greal address,
seizing it by the middle wilb botb hands, and sLriking af parrying wilb much
skill und force.

The principal produce of Lanzarote, like tbat of Fuerteventura, is Barrilla,
made by burning tbe ice-plant or glass.wort, which tbrives best in tbe arid
sandy soil ofthese two Islands. It is used in Europe in tbe manufacture of
gla~s ami soap. and in the bleaching of linen. Considerable quantities 01'
wheat and harley are al50 mised for tbe supply of tbe Canaries. Their most
serviceable 1x>ast of buliben is tbe Camel, or more properly Dromedary. of
which they bave many. living 00 tbe worst alld scalltiest food; they are cnpa­
ble oC bcnrillg loads oC eight or ten cwt. ror a long distance.
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WINTER DRESS ofA 1'lATlVE of LAl'lZAROTE.

PublL,lI$d. lly Smi1h.'tldlll'kC.' CoTTlll.lU.182S.
""""""'l""'.. ..l!.,,11 G...... $0.00'l.
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NATIVES OF FUERTEVENTURA.

MAJORERO, is ¡he llame by which a uali,'C oC Fucrteventura is knOWII in the
Cnoaries. aod is deri,'OO from tbeir using a Idnd oC sandals called Majos. bound
011 tlle Ceet witb leatbern thongs. Their dress, in WQrnt ",ealher, collsists oC a

shirt and a pair oC shorl drawers mude very wide, and confined round tbe
waist by a parti-coloured sasb. 00 particular OCCasiOIlS, howc\'cr. tbey wcar
a blue clotb jacket and smallclotbes, &c., as sbewII in tlle rigbt band figure.
hut more eommouly a bine waistcoat scallopped 011 the back. is pul oo. Hats
are culirel)' unknown to tbem; and their place is supplied by a cap called
Montero. oC bine e10th Iined wilb red or )'cllo",: so coutrived that tbe lower
part, wbicLt ",hen loosely pul 011 bangs bebind tb~ Ilead, cau al pleasure be
dra'A'1I over tbe face in such a m:mner, as lO 1ea\'e only lbe eyes alld Rose vi­
sible, in this manner it is used in winter, or 00 any occasioll ",hen the weart'r
chooses lo disguise himsclf, wbicb is too oflen lhe case; for tbe Majoreros are a
very ",ild and fierce roce of meo, ami upoo tiJe Icast provocatioll, eigbt or ten
of tbem ""itb their faces hidden in tbis way. will set upoo ao individual and
beat him. sometimes to deatb witb tbeir Garotcs and short tbick slicks. or ca­
chiporros, having a large Imob al one elld often loaded with lead. iron, uails.
&c" which Ibey carry hanging by a string from the wrist.

Tbe vicinily of this island aod L'lnz.·uote to the coast of Barbary. and tbe
frcquent illvasion of tbem by the Moors in fornlcr times. logether with lhe in_
tercourse )'et kept up ootween them, have gi\'ell to theirinbabilanls many ofthe
terms, the customs. and evell tbe looks of lhe nativcs of Barbary. The dis­
tance belwcen tbem is so small. tbat tbey have an old adnge ",hich runs,

.. De TUllege a Derberia
.l Puedes ir y volver en un dia."

signifying that from Tunege. on tIJe south east coast of the islund to Barbary.
you llIay go and relurn in a day. Tbeir manner of sitting balullced on the
balls of tbeir fcet. witiJ their hams resting on their hcels, is evideutly a Moorish
custom,

TiJe natives of Fuertevcntura arc hOIlY, well·sct mcn, hut sparc ami dry
and very swarthy. 'fbey are exccssi"cly <lirty in their persons an<l Imbits.
are posscssed of mucll strength, and can bcar great fatigue, but will work 110

longer tiJan lIeccssaryto satisfy preseot wants, an<l are bcsides incorrigibly dis­
honesto

In soil and produce, Fucrte\'elltura difTers in no esscnlial point from Lan·
zarote. except that water is e\'en )'et scarcer than there, only olle sprillg being
known in the ",hole island; so tlJat tile inhabilants are obligcd to use tile
brackish waler obt.'lined by sinking wells io the sand. and such as they can
colleet in cisterus duriog tbe mio)' season; but whcn a vt'inter has becn more
tban usually dry, tbey are under tlle necessily of sending vessels to Canary or
Teneri(e for a supply.

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 u
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
01

1 



N A'll'nrJ!: ¡¡ of lI!UE 1Il TE VIE NTUlIlA.

Pu\>li,h.a. by s....ith.tJa.rk C· Cor..:hiJ1.l8t:i.

l'n..... .,.......lloy 11 0..•• :SI"""

.,.."...

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 u
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
01

1 



~nLITIA1UAN OF GRA D CANARY.

Tus uoiform oC this militiamaD. oeeds Jittle descriptioD, being notbing more
than a shirt and white Iinen drawers oC great widtb, with a Montero inslead oC
a hal or belmet. in other words it is tbe commOD dress oC the countr)'men witb
the additioll oC n soMier's beh.

The llilitia tbroughont the Islaod is of tbe worst descriptioll. badly disei­
plined, und worse acooutred. In tbe year 18U, when tbe Duke del Parque.
then Cllptaill General oC tbe Province. was foreibly deprived oC his command.
severa1 comp.:mies oC militia from Re'.llexo, Rambla, and other places on tbe
north side of Tenerife. turned out and marched to Ú¡guna. wilh scarcely noy
otber anns than their long Gurotes or poles, used (or travelling, which in their
hUllds would probably have proved (ar more formidable weapons Iban tbe iII
conditioned muskets a very few of tbeir comrades were providcd with.
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XILITlAMA"N of GRAND CA1<ARY.

Publhhed by Smith,I.ldat C· Corn'hm. 1828
y P1..\.llllt..
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